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Sutject:     "WHEN  IE  WERE  VERY  YOUNG."    Eacts  from  the  Federal  Food  and  Drug 
Administration,  U.  S.  Department  of  Agriculture,  Washington,  D.  C. 

— ooCoo — 

This  month  marks  an  important  anniversary  in  Washington,  D,   C. , 
for  just  thirt^T-  years  ago  this  January  the  Pure  Food  Law  hecame  effective. 
Of  course  there  wasn't  any  Federal  Food  and  Drug  Administration  thirty 
years  ago  —  in  those  days  the  Pure  Food  Law  was  enforced  "by  another  hranch 
of  the  Department  of  Agriculture,  the  old  Bureau  of  Chemistry.     The  Federal 
Food  and  Drug  Administration  was  established  in  I927. 


At  present,  ahout  seven  hundred  men  and  women  are  with  the  Food 
and  Drug  Administration.     Forty-seven  of  this  numher  have  "been  in  the  work 
for  thirty  years  or  more.     But  you  wouldn't  "believe  it,  our  reporter  says, 
to  talk  with  them.     They're  all  young  and  enthusiastic,  and  working  just 
as  hard  for  pure  foods  and  drugs  now  as  they  were  thirty  years  ago.  Have 
they  discovered  an  "Elixir  of  Youth"?    They've  helped  remove  thousands  of 
fake  remedies  from  the  market;  they  have  protected  the  pu"blic  zealously 
from  worthless  cure-alls  and  dangerous  drugs.     In  the  meantime,  have  they 
discovered  something  that  keeps  them  forever  young? 

"Whatever  it  is,"  says  our  correspondent,  "I  hope  it  is  correctly 
labeled,  and  not  lia"ble  to  seizure  for  any  reason  whatsoever." 

Now  one  of  the  pioneers  in  Food  and  Drug  work  is  Walter  G.  Camp"bell, 
Chief  of  the  Administration,  who  "began  thirty  years  ago  as  a  yo"ung  inspector. 
Quoting  Mr.  Camp'oell: 

"The  passage  of  the  Federal  Food  and  Drugs  Act,  thirty  years  ago, 
was  the  climax  of  a  struggle  of  many  years  waged  hy  Dr.  Harvey  W.  Wiley 
and  his  associates,  hy  militant  State  officers,  and  "by  public-spirited 
representatives  of  the  consumer  and  honest  business.     The  present  law  drew 
many  of  its  b-est  provisions  from  State  laws,  which  even  thirty  years  ago 
were  effectually  protecting  the  public  in  a  few  States.     The  job  of  enforc- 
ing a  law  like  the  Food  and  Drugs  Act  is  not  only  one  of  absorbing  interest, 
but  one  which  has  a  public-service  appeal.    This  is  undoubtedly  the  reason 
why  a  surprisingly  large  number  of  men  and  women  in  the  Bureau  of  Chemistry 
during  the  first  year  of  enforcement,  19*7,  are  still  connected  with  the 
Food  and  Drug  Administration,"  concludes  Mr.  Campbell. 

Well,  maybe  that's  their  secret,  comments  our  correspondent  — 
maybe  these  old-timers  stay  young  because  their  work  is  of  "absorbing  inter- 
est", and  because  they  are  devoting  their  lives  to  public  service. 
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Now  let's  hear  from  the  ladies,     Mrs.  Mary  T.  Read,  who  retired 
two  years  ago,  has  had  forty-seven  years  of  food  and  drug  work.     She  has 
written  a  few  notes  ahout  the  early  days,  under  the  title,   "When  We  Were 
Very  Young."    From  now  on,  I'm  q.uoting  Mrs.  Read. 

"As  far  back  as  IS69,"  says  Mrs.  Read,   "the  lepartment  of  Agricul- 
ture recognized  the  importance  of  honest  food  for  the  cow  in  the  pasture, 
and  for  the  "barnyard  porker,  "but  it  was  not  \intil  nine  years  later  that 
food  for  the  animal,  man ,  was  thought  worthy  of  consideration.     Even  then, 
attention  was  restricted  to  a  few  samples  of  tea,  and  sausage.     It's  a  far 
cry  from  the  army  of  trained  specialists  of  today  who  protect  the  consumer 
of  foods  and  drugs,  to  the  small  squad  of  sturdy  pioneers  who  fired  the 
first  shot  and  carried  on  the  fight  through  years  of  opposition,  a"buse,  and 
recrimination,  to  a  successful  conclusion. 

"In  IS89 , "  still  quoting  Mrs.  Read,   "the  Division  of  Chemistry  con- 
sisted of  only  eight  workers.     The  scient if ic  force  was  headed  hy  Doctor 
Wiley,  the  '"boss.'     An  old  picture  of  this  group  of  men,  heavily  "bearded 
and  wearing  very  small,   flat,  melon- shaped  der'by  hats,  has  "brought  many  a 
smile  to  the  lips  of  some  of  us  old  ones  who  enjoy  reminiscing,  "but  the 
work  they  did,   in  "building  the  foundation  for  a  great  structure  of  law  en- 
forcement, "brought  many  a  frown  to  the  "brows  of  the  opposition. 

"In  the  very  early  days,  the  Division  of  Chemistry  had  headquarters 
in  an  old  "brick  house  on  Fourteenth  Street.     And  long  "before  we  had  a  Pure 
Food  Law,  things  were  hiomming  in  the  food-testing  la"boratories.     Every  food 
from  soup  to  nuts,  and  nostrums  to  cure  every  human  ill,  were  eagerly  gath- 
ered in.     The  la"boratories  were  deluged  with  samples.     Everybody  worked 
early  and  late,   excepting  Tom,   the  office  cat,  who  waxed  fat  and  lazy  on 
the  crumbs  that  fell  from  the  laboratory  tables.     Then  some  food  analyst 
got  a  bright  idea,  and  the  alley  cat  was  lured  in  to  have  some  of  the  cure- 
alls  tried  on  him, 

"As  the  campaign  for  a  law  governing  foods  and  drugs  progressed, 
it  was  heartily  championed  by  women's  clubs  throughout  the  country.  Doctor 
Wiley  was  a  convincing  speaker  and  was  much  in  demand  for  talks  before  such 
organizations.     On  mornings  when  the  'boss'  appeared  at  S:30,  attired  in 
Prince  Albert  and  a  silk  topper  somewhat  out  of  date  but  cherished  because 
it  had  been  purchased  in  dear  old  London,  the  office  force  knew  that  a 
group  of  women  was  due  to  get  the  latest  news  from  the  storm  center,  and 
at  the  same  time  to  enjoy  some  of  Doctor  Wiley's  rare  wit,  always  one  cf 
his  strongest  aids  in  any  crisis.     Those  long-ago  days  were  busy,  turbulent 
days,"  concludes  Mrs.  Read,  "but  withal,  happy  days,  because  of  the  achieve- 
ment thrcogh  earnest  endeavor. " 


Next  week,   says  our  official  correspondent,  we'll  resume  business 
as  usual,  with  a  report  from  the  Food  and  Drug  Administration  entitled: 
"How  Much  Orange  Juice  in  Trangeade? "    Listen  in  next  Monday  at  this  time 
ajid  you  will  learn  how  definitions  are  made  —  definitions  for  such  fruit- 
juice  beverages  as  orangeade  and  lime  rickey. 
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